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EDITORS’ FOREWORD

The idea of producing this book was
conceived about ten years ago. Kjell
Widlert recalls: “At the WFCC meeting in
Jesiin 2011, | asked my old friend Uri if it
wasn’t about time for him to prepare a
new collection of his best works. After all,
the previous collection (The Neutralized
Battery and Other Chess Ideas) appeared
in 1994, and contains only 86 of his
compositions, with limited commentary
— surely not doing justice to his work. |
should have foreseen his answer: Yes, but
only if you help me! That’s an offer one
cannot refuse... “ Thereafter, they began
to collaborate on this project, with Uri
preparing an initial selection of his best
problems, and Kjell providing comments
on each of these problems.

However, when Uri passed away in June
2014, the manuscript was far from being
ready for publication. About two years
ago we embarked on the task of
completing the book. We decided on the
final selection and added various related
materials, including the text of a lecture
delivered by Uri at the WFCC meeting in
Graz, 1987. The format of the book
adheres as much as possible to Uri’s

plans. He had intended each problem to

be accompanied by his own comment,
often  containing some  personal
anecdotes and recollections, in Hebrew,
on the right hand side column.
Unfortunately, he managed to do this for

only a fraction of the problems.
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15
Israel Ring Tourney 1981

Prize

S#3 (14+11)
1...Exb3(a) 2. Ed6+(A) 5 3.2e3+

E xe3t#t

1..Ec2(b) 2.@c3+(B) bxc3 3.f8=% H+
£ xfg#

1...Axb3(c) 2.De4+(C) e6 3.2)c5+
Axc5#

1. Ac2(d)2. Ea6+(D)¥e7 3. Wxb4+

g & Dxban

1. W c21 waiting

1... Eb3(a)(£d~) 2. ¥c3+(B) bxc3
3.f8=W H+ & xfo#

1... Exc2(h) 2.22e4+(C) fe6

3.2 c5+ Exc5#

1...Ab3(c) 2. Ea6+(D) %e7

3. Wc5+ Axch#

1...Axc2(d) 2. Ed6+(A) 15
3.2e3+ Axe3#

Eric Hassberg (TJ): Four-fold Lacny
theme, in which the reply after the four
thematic moves b3, Ec2, Ab3, Ac2 is
changed from a sequence ABCD in set

to BCDA in the play, on the second move.
The pin-line key in this surprising waiter
is in keeping with the theme, and the
heavy setting is easily carried by one of

the best selfmates | have ever seen.

KW: Twenty four years after No. 7, the
same basic mechanism is used for a
fourfold Lac¢ny. | am unspeakably

impressed.

JR: A historical achievement. This
problem by itself is enough to ensure the

celebrity of its author.

“armn M
MDA 17172 ,(2777K) AN20KT . PIIR U0

210 CreRY” : (1983 oo mRnhAOR”)
DPLRANT DYON?  MAWNT A VAN
-2 TYna 7,3,2,8-n Mnnn 239/329/238/32%
TNPH7 P TIRY [NOnT Yon LNnoa X,7,3,2
RUMIT QY 207 WP LT AYNoMN ORDD N
NPY22 MPWHI NARD MYp2a PRl 72977 732070
1M°02 DO PYA T "TIWN MR NYTY LR
VAT YA CI¥RY — oved ,"MIaR paan"
SRR NI °197 1Ay Yon mnawn ahacp
WD ART 27 0127 AR "0HD-ua" YW o1Mna
VNI NMYID NIR RYAY L(7270°072) PRITHRN
L7197V 1073 °7°2) .19 NI N1 120 YT

...(0°12% DwnD now oy AR
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30

Raffi Ruppin

Uri Avner

2nd WCCT 1980-83
17th Place

KW: Three obstructions on e3 allow White

to unpin £g5; dual avoidance effects force

2
jui
2
m ‘ @ unigue unpinning moves.
A
=

#3 (9+10)

1. 531 [2. Et4+ €93 3.2)h54#]

.. Adxe3 2.2 a6 [3. &h5#]

1...dxe3 2. Eb6 [3.Wh5#]

1...Acxe3 2. Ze6 [3.¥h5#]

1..%h4 2. Exh6+ £xh6, g4 3. Whs#
1...hxg6 2. Yxg6 [3.&h5#]

-
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48

Uri Avner

Kjell Widlert
Probleemblad 1991
1st-4th Prize e.a.

2
i

b

W
jmi A

[2-Do [ Do Poe
o JOMERSAN |

o
)

B [ Pe-

R#3 Madrasi (10+13)

1. Wxc5! [2. 2d2!1~ 3.2d1 cxd1=%W#]

1.. W32 Wa74+ Wye3
3.Hxb3 Axb3# (4.20¢5/22d4??)
2...A2333.2d2 Ep1#

1. Wxg3 2. Wa5+ Wye1
3.2xc2 Exc2# (4.Ec3/Ec2??)
2..4333.5d2 Ep1#

1...297,e72.%a7+ Aa3
3.2d2 Ep1#
(2.Ed2? Axd2! 3.Wa7#)

1. Wgg 2. Was+ Aa3 3. 2d2 Ep1#
(2. Ed2? Axd2! 3. %as5#)

KW: The idea is to "illegalize" white
paralysing moves by making them
selfcheck by  unparalysis.  With
Wa7/%e3, White cannot play £ c5/%)d4
to paralyse a Ab3. With Was/We1,
White cannot play Ec3/E d2 to paralyse
a Ec2. After 1.Yxc5, not 2.Wa7+?
Wa71 Or 2.Was5+? Wxf51 In the
thematic variations, these paralysis lines
are replaced with more useful ones,
leading to the desired illegalizations.

Originally started in Andernach, where
we couldn't overcome the great technical
difficulties in time. The quiet threat was
found by Popeye in an earlier version,
and Uri first refused to believe it: "How
can Hd2 be a threat? This is a bug in
Popeye!" But after much head-
scratching, we found out the program had
seen 3.2)d1!, which we naturally decided

to incorporate into the problem.
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52
Michel Caillaud
Uri Avner

TT Andernach 1992
2nd Prize KW: A miraculous setting of two £

% E promotion defences by the same pawn.

A 4
A o

Who would think that the silly move
Ha2 is actually White's strongest one?
_2. And who would think that Black's
strongest defences are to put a bishop on

b6 or c6 on the second move? Of course,

White then uses the weak promotions for
g & “g““‘ E & % a Zugzwang end.

> Poe 2> oo

@ JR: Black underpromotes for a self-pin
stalemate trick on the 6th rank, but this

#4 (12+7) allows a lethal pin on the e file!

1.Ha2! [2.£b2 (3. E xa6#) A~ Dc7#]

1...hxgl=2 2.e3 (2.£h2? Lb6!)
2... 8h2/ 82/ & xe3
3. Hxh2/Exf2/He2 A~ 4.Oc7#

1..h1=2 2.e4 (2.£h2? Lc6!)
2. 202/ 213/ &.xed
3. 2xg2/Dxf3/Ee2 A~ 4.DcT#
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53

Czechoslovakia — Israel 1992
1st Place

H#2 b) a6=£. (7+14)

a) 1.9xb4 L7+ 2.Ad6 Hxb6#
b) 1.9xd3 Wxh7+ 2. We4 Hf3#

UA: My opinion: 1st & 2nd Place (both by
me, see next page) should have swapped
places. That's the opinion of Fadil
Abdurahmnovic as well. Fadil was
appointed to be the judge, but due to the
battles in Sarajevo at that time he was

replaced.

KW: The double pin in the diagram
changes into two new double pins of the
same black pieces, with each of the
original pinners pinning on another line in
one solution. There is one less important
difference between the solutions - #xd3
walks into a pin and ¥ xb4 walks into a

half-pin.
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132

Jacques Rotenberg
Uri Avner

8th WCCT 2007-2008
3rd Place

#2 Anticirce (15+15)
Capture on rebirth square forbidden
al=Vao H=Pao

.. 9lxh6(@lh1) (a) 2. Excl(Eal)# (A)
. Wxhe(Mh1) (b) 2.2 xb7(Lf1)# (B)
.. Jxh5(3h1) (c) 2. Ebil# (C)

.. ®xh5(eth1) (d) 2. 2xb7(2b1)# (D)

N =

1.&e5! [2. Ebs#]

1...9xh6(elh1) (a) 2. £ xb7(Lf1)# (B)
Jxh(Mh1) (b) 2. Ebi# (C)
Blyh5(MAK1) (c) 2.2Dxb7(2Db1)# (D)
lxnh5(elh1) (d) 2. Exc1(Eal)# (A)
. X p8 2. Dc8#

o

KW: The heavy position reflects really
heavy  content.  2Dxb7(2bl)+  or
£ xb7(£.f1)+ with a check by ¥c7 can be
met by a capture of the remaining piece on
d5 or d6, occupying the rebirth square d1
and so preventing the ¥ from capturing.
Hp1+ with a check by a8 is met by a
capture on a5 or a6, occupying the rebirth
square al before White can do it. And
Exc1(Eal)+ with a check by £e3 is met
by a capture on c4 or c7, occupying the
rebirth square c1 before White can do so.
The key switches the access to these
squares by the four Chinese pieces on the f
file, thereby producing a full fourfold
Laény. The key threatens 2.Eb8# with
mate from a5 by unpinning Ea8 (Ex&
becomes possible if Ha8 tries to move
prematurely), and the thematic black moves
defend by another "rebirth clash": when a
black piece is on hl, Black can answer
2. Eb8+ with #a8! (2. Exa8(Eh1)??).

JR:1.2d7? Ee51 1.&£e7? L xe3(£8)+!
Rebirth clash on al, c1, d1, h1, (and a8).
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